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that were disliked, but that the charter was granted
out of regard for Winthrop.

The Rhode Island charter passed the seals
July 8, 1663, and was received in the colony four
months later with great joy and thanksgiving.
It created a common government for all the towns,
guaranteeing full liberty "in religious concern-
ments" and freedom from all obligations to con-
form to the "litturgy, formes, and ceremonyes of
the Church of England, or take or subscribe the
oathes and articles made and established in that
behalfe." This may have been the phrase that
Clarendon, who was a High Churchman, objected
to when the draft was presented. The form of
government was similar in all essential particulars
to that of Connecticut.

Rhode Island's enthusiasm in obtaining a char-
ter is not difficult to understand. That amphibi-
ous colony, consisting of mainland, islands, and a
large body of water, was inhabited by "poor de-
spised peasants," as Governor Brenton described
them, "living remote in the woods" and subject
to the "envious and subtle contrivances of our
neighbour colonies round about us: who are in a
combination united together to swallow us up."
The colony had not been asked to join the New